(Accepted 2 July 1986) Society news News from the President (No. 2) The first year in office as President is one ofobserving how very well one's predecessors have managed the affairs of the Society while seeming to do it without much effort. Many new ventures put in train before I took office are now coming to fruition. Our superb new building has provided a tremendous boost to the Society's affairs and I can bask in the glory provided by the Past Presidents and thert Councils and by 'Dick' Hewitt, 'Bob' Thomson and their staff over many years of effort. Arising who have been professionally concerned over many years with the development of the building. They have all given of themselves 'over and above the call of duty' and richly deserve this distinction.
The Council entertained to dinner on 20 January, the Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Mrs Terence Mallinson, and her husband. Well versed in health matters, the Lord Mayor spoke of Westminster's outlook and contributions to health care. She takes a keen interest in the Society and we were honoured to entertain her.
The new Section of Accident & Emergency Medicine has come into being and held its Inaugural Meeting on 19 January. This was followed by a meeting on 'Medico-legal aspects of accident and emergency medicine'. The new Forum on Sexual Medicine and Family Planning has been established, with an Inaugural Meeting on 22 November on the subject of 'Teenage sexualityare their needs being met?' The Angiology Forum was established with a two-day meeting on 19 and 20 February.
The Anglo-American Conference series has continued and a three-day meeting was held in December 1986 in-house on 'Need, demand and resources: health care provision at a time of financial constraint'. This was organized jointly by the Society and the Royal Society of Medicine Foundation Inc and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and was attended by some 50 speakers and discussants, the Society fielding a galaxy of talent for the meeting. The next Anglo-American Conference is to be held in the University of Cincinnati in May on 'The future of computers in primary care'. In June the Society is collaborating with the Foundation, the Hastings Center and the New York Academy of Sciences on a meeting in New York on 'Bio-medical ethicsan Anglo-American dialogue'.
The series of Colloquia on 'Conventional medicine and complementary therapies' was drawn to a close in January with the 8th meeting on 'Patterns of collaboration'. This had an international attendance with speakers from the Netherlands, Austria and the United States of America. The Society is greatly indebted to Sir James Watt who has so skilfully guided this series throughout.
At the beginning of February the Executive Director made a briefvisit to Italy to discuss with representatives of the Italian Society of Internal Medicine a proposal to holda joint meeting on aspects of autoimunity during their centennial celebrations in October next. Some 2000 participants are expected to attend the congress and it is very muchhoped that -this will lead to further collaboration with our Italian colleagues.
As I write, we look forward to two eponymous lectures of the Society, the Sherrington Memorial Lecture which is to be given by Professor P D Wall on 'The difference between nociception and pain; a Sherrington concept', and the Stevens Lecture to be given by the Chief Medical Officer, Professor Sir Donald Acheson KCB, on 'AIDS'. Through the generosity ofone ofthe Society's long-standing Fellows, Dr publicity in the national and local press. There is good documentation to indicate that there have been 11 reported resuscitation successes through the intervention of lay people recently trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation through the Campaign. So far, over 40 000 members of the general public have received training in response to the television programmes shown by the BBC. The Campaign is gaining momentum. It required much hard work and planning and is an imaginative project deserving of success.
In January, the Society's House was honoured by a visit from Her Royal Highness The Princess of Wales who attended a meeting organized by the National Rubella Council. The educational film shown, entitled Rubella, was made by the Film and Television Unit of Royal Society of Medicine Services Ltd.
We have strengthened the administration staff with the appointment of Mr Geoffrey Craggs to the new post of Financial Director and with the appointment of Mr John Dunn to succeed Mr Tony Dawes who, after many years ofexcellent service, has had to retire on health grounds. Management has also been augmented by the appointment of Mr J Thomas as Catering Manager and Mr M James as Meetings Manager. In parallel with these staff changes, the Society is in the process of introducing modern computing methods and an in-house computer will replace the bureau arrangement for the maintenance of membership records and accounting information.
Overall, the Society has entered a new era of activity and efficiency.
Gordon At this -hospital, we have been preaching for many years that unconscious head-injured patients referred to the X-ray department must be accompanied by an appropriately trained anaesthetist who will judge the need for preliminary intubation and hold a watching brief on those who do not require this (with means of intubation available).
Indeed, apart from the surgical intervention itself, the anaesthetist is well placed to participate in all phases of management, from the initial assessment and care, through the investigative and surgical intervention (if done), to the ITU management.
Since anaesthetists are present in all acute hospitals, their education in the field of head injury management is of prime importance and is being actively pursued.
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